
Pathway: Exploring Identity

Key Concepts:

● That artists embrace the things which make them
who they are: their culture, background,
experiences, passions – and use these in their work to help them create work which
others can relate to.

● That people are the sum of lots of different experiences, and that through art we
can explore our identity.

● That we can use techniques such as working with layers to help create imagery
which reflects the complex nature of our identities.

● That as viewers we can then “read” imagery made by other people, unpicking
imagery, line, shape, colour to help us understand the experience of the artist.

In this pathway children are introduced to artists who explore their identity within their
art.
Pupils explore how artists use various aspects of their identity, creating imagery which
explores many different aspects within one image by using layers and juxtaposition.
Children listen to how the artists construct their work, before working physically in
drawing and collage or digitally on a tablet to make their own layered and constructed
portrait.
Pupils also use sketchbook throughout to help them generate ideas, experiment with
materials and techniques, and record and reflect.

Medium:
Drawing Materials, Tablet (if digital), Paper

Artists: Njideka Akunyili Crosby,

Yinka Shonibare,
Thandiwe Muriu,
Mike Barrett

Disciplines:
Collage, Drawing, Sketchbooks

Key Vocabulary:
Portrait, identity, layered, mixed media, juxtaposition

https://www.accessart.org.uk/identity/

